
The European Language Equality 
Project
Prof. Andy Way, project coordinator
ADAPT Centre, School of Computing, DCU, 
Dublin
Presented by Jan Hajič, Charles University, Prague, 
META-NET Chair
Czech-Slovak ELG NCC Workshop, online, Mon 18th October, 2021



ELE: Summary of main points
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Consortium: 52 partners from all over 
Europe

Coordinator: ADAPT Centre (DCU)

Objective: development of a strategic 
research, innovation and deployment 
agenda and a roadmap to achieve digital 
language equality in Europe by 2030

Runtime: 18 months – ELE and ELG will 
both end in June 2022

Start Date: 1st January 2021



Context: “Language Equality” EP Resolution
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EP Resolution “Language equality in the digital age” 
P8_TA(2018)0332 – partially based on the STOA study

Voting (11 Sept. 2018): 592 yes – 45 no

Selected Recommendations addressed by ELE:

25. Establish a large-scale, long-term coordinated funding 
programme for research, development and innovation 

in the field of language technologies, at European, national and 
regional levels, tailored specifically to Europe’s needs and 
demands

29. Create a European LT platform for sharing of services

27. Europe has to secure its leadership in language-centric AI

 

 

European Parliament 
2014-2019  

 

TEXTS ADOPTED 
Provisional edition 

 

P8_TA-PROV(2018)0332 

Language equality in the digital age  
European Parliament resolution of 11 September 2018 on language equality in the 
digital age (2018/2028(INI)) 

 
The European Parliament, 

– having regard to Articles 2 and 3(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European 
Union (TFEU), 

– having regard to Articles 21(1) and 22 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the 
European Union,  

– having regard to the 2003 UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage, 

– having regard to Directive 2003/98/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 
17 November 2003 on the re-use of public sector information1, 

– having regard to Directive 2013/37/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 
26 June 2013 amending Directive 2003/98/EC on the re-use of public sector information2, 

– having regard to Decision (EU) 2015/2240 of the European Parliament and of the Council 
of 25 November 2015 establishing a programme on interoperability solutions and 
common frameworks for European public administrations, businesses and citizens (ISA2 
programme) as a means for modernising the public sector3, 

– having regard to the Council resolution of 21 November 2008 on a European strategy for 
multilingualism (2008/C 320/01)4, 

– having regard to the Council decision of 3 December 2013 establishing the specific 
programme implementing Horizon 2020 – the Framework Programme for Research and 

                                                 
1  OJ L 345, 31.12.2003, p. 90. 
2  OJ L 175, 27.6.2013, p. 1. 
3  OJ L 318, 4.12.2015, p. 1 . 
4  OJ C 320, 16.12.2008, p.  1. 



European Language Equality: Roots

4



Draw up sustainable evidence-based strategic research agenda and 
roadmap setting out actions, processes, tools and actors to achieve full 
digital language equality of all languages (official or otherwise) used 
within the EU through the effective use of Language Technology. 

1. Agenda
From current state of Language Technology to Digital Language 
Equality

2. Roadmap

Provide path for implementing the agenda by 2030

3.     Dissemination: events, consultations, social media etc.

LANGEQ-2020 Call: Three main components
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•Development of the strategic agenda and roadmap 

•Input from all relevant stakeholders

•Close collaboration between ELE & ELG
• Integration of (almost) all ELG NCCs

and the ELG Language Technology Council (LTC)
• Make use of ELG platform for various tasks in ELE

•Update META-NET White Papers (30+)

•Organisation of events, consultations, surveys

•Large, all-encompassing consortium: 52 partners from industry, 
research and many different pan-European networks, initiatives and 
associations

European Language Equality: Concept
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ELE is not about implementation 
or research.

Rather, it is a preparation project to 
develop a convincing agenda and 
roadmap, endorsed by as many 

relevant stakeholders as possible, 
representing the whole field



Progress To Date
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https://european-language-equality.eu/



Progress To Date: Surveys (Developers, Consumers)
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Progress To Date: LR Collection (Oct 15th)
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https://european-language-equality.eu/
https://european-language-equality.eu/


• The ELE project, by mid-2022, …
• … will develop a Strategic Research, Innovation and Implementation 

Agenda and a Roadmap for achieving full Digital Language Equality in 
Europe by 2030

• as a consortium of 52 partners covering all European countries and all major 
initiatives

• … organize consultation events, roundtables, stakeholder meetings
• … collaborate with its sister project ELG, ELG NCCs, META-NET members

• organize a joint META-FORUM 2022 in June 2022

• … impacting future research in all aspects of Language Technology

• Closest event: META-FORUM 2021, Nov. 15-17 (online)
• … more information about projects, language technology, etc. 

To take home
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http://www.european-language-equality.eu

Thank you!
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