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That is semantics.
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Introduction




~INemodlenec” jest vedle ,Upominek® posledni
rozsahlou praci, kterou nase basnirka
zanasela se pred dlouhou, trapnou svou
chorobou... (1890)
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Nedeékuj svému skiidci: o strechu nad hlavou
jsi neprisel diky vichrici, ale kvuli vichrici.
Pojedes-li tramvaji, necti béhem jizdy noviny,
je to nebezpecné. Cti radéji pii jizdé.
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e nebyt k nicemu
e pojdme se zastavit, pojdme jit



Polysemy & Homonymy

Jack is a good writer.

write, right, rite, (play)wright
kolej, metr

star, animal

inclusive and exclusive meanings
e semantic overlap



Classification




Scope and connotation

e narrowing
e widening
e alteration (?)

e pejoration
e amelioration



metaphor
metonymy
synecdoche
hyperbole
litotes

euphemism
onomatopoeia
synesthesia
taboo

ellipsis



Causes

linguistic (sound changes)
historical (king, car, pero)
social (coloured, Romové)
psychological (taboo)






e The water is clear. — Jack's statement was
clear (as water).

e Byla to nenavist stranicka, kratkozraka
jako lez na hlinénich nohach...

e bulldozer

e irony: Curly, Speedy



Metonymy & Synecdoche

The French Fries gets angry.
pulpit

Brusel

brass, strings

na kus reci

zadat o ruku



Hyperbole & Litotes

astound

the most unique, nejoptimalnéjsi
kill

Byla to nevyhra. (2002, Klaus)
couple of, par



final solution, concentration camp
refined interrogation techniques
casualties

execution, poprava

ztraty na Zivotech

umelé prerusent tehotenstvi



Ellipsis

® (o propose
e byt v oéekavani
e retronym: acoustic guitar



Onomatopoeia

iconicity
cock-a-doodle-doo
cuckoo, peep (*pipe)
gaf gaf, haf haf



quiet blue
grasp, chapat, comprehendo

head of family
caput



toilet, lavatory, men's room, washroom, W.
C.

necesejo

chyska, srac, prevét, hajzl, zachod, kam
chodi i cisar pan pésky



You-Know-Who

Lord, Adonai, Elohim, Pan, ten nahore
rohatej

medvéd, zmije



Tabooistic distortion

GRAMPA, CAN
| ASK You
SOMETHING?

HECK IS hél-éfﬁ&
WHEN THEY

e goodbye, darn it, gee
e do prkynka, smarja, jéminanku, jezkovy
brejle, hersvec, krucipisek



e donkey, rooster
e sextet — quintet

e fuk, fac, feck, fack



e Treti den méla byti svatba; v zamku bylo
sukani, behani... (1846)

e camrda, analy (?)

e hovnocuc, sranda

® pero, Sustnout



Narrowing & widening

Angst, ptvo

king, xerox

na, z, behem

desemanticization: dojit, probihat, filozofie
contronym: inflammable, sanction, literally,
krome, nebyt k nicemu



“Intlation”

e zrejmé, patrne (ctf. apparently)
e celkem, vesmes

® ovsem



Pejoration & Melioration

knight, knave

villain, crétin

amateur, dilettante

collaborate

nescius — nice

Impressionism, Young Grammarians, queer



Pejoration & Melioration

e V médich se slovo cikan podarilo vytlacit
slovem Rom. Rasistické tendence tim vsak
nijak potlaceny nebyly. Myslim si, Ze
vysledkem nebude nic jiného, nez ze za
dvacet, tricet, maximalné padesat let bude
vyraz Rom stejnou nadavkou jako slovo

ctkan... (Oliva)



Homonymic clash

e l[et (without let or hindrance)
e gallus, cattus — gat
e horo — koruso (koro, horo)

e obfuscation: daisy, vikol, viici



Dissimilation

e clder, older
e horky, horki; misto, mésto; dolni, diilni
e kurso, kurzo; planeto, planedo



General tendencies

pejoration

subjectification

constant turnover of taboo words
semantic fields



