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ABSTRAKT:

The emergence of the Holocaust as a theme in contemporary Spanish politics, culture and
society could be considered merely part of the wider phenomenon called the 'globalisation
of the Holocaust'. A study of the political and social specificities of this trend in the context
of the law of historical memory and recent scholarship on the Spanish Civil War reveals
interesing elements of this phenomenon. An analysis of a selection of examples of
Holocaust commemoration and representation in contemporary Spain can help to better
identify the emergence of a public discourse on European identity that seems to diverge
attention from painful memories of the Civil War. More interesting, however, is the fact
that Shoah commemoration may elicit a simultaneous desirable effect in that it can also
engage Spaniards in a needed rigorous assessment of the role of Fascism in our country
and in Europe throughout the 20th century.
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