On Sentence Information Structure in Czech: the Usall
Sentence Position of Particular Sentence Components

Katerina Rysova

rysova@ufal.mff.cuni.cz

Charles University in Prague, Faculty of Mathensm#tiad Physics,

Aim of Research

Institute of Formal and Applied Linguistics

To find out how often the various types of sentence

constituents are in the topic part of a sentence, how

often in the focus part in Czech.

Results of the Research

The “Focus Scale” for Czech

Methods and Material

® The analysis was based on the data fromRtegue Dependency Treebank (it
contains more than 38,000 sentences usable for thesis)aly

® The theory ofTopic-Focus Articulation of the Prague Functional Generative
Description was used.

©® Topic elements areontextually bound.

® Focuselements areontextually non-bound

® There is a tendency of the sentence constituerpgear more often in the topic or
in the focus — for example, the free modificatiorpressing temporal “when” tend to
be in the topic part in Czech:

V kvetnu prijede na navstevu do Prahy prezident USA.

Literally: In May arrives for a visit to Prague U. S. President.

Non-literally: U. S. President arrives for a visit to Praguein May.
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