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Traditional approach

• syntactic negation: a) sentential

b) constituent

• lexical negation (ne-plavec = non-swimmer)
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Traditional approach

Sentential negation (SN):

Petr včera ne-přišel.

Peter NOM yesterday NEG came.

‘Yesterday, Peter didn´t come .’
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Traditional approach

Constituent negation (CN):

Petr přišel ne včera, ale v neděli.

Peter NOM came NEG yesterday but on Sunday.

‘Peter came not yesterday, but on Sunday.’
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Traditional approach

Constituent negation (CN):

Petr přišel ne včera, ale v neděli.

Peter NOM came NEG yesterday but on Sunday.

‘Peter came not yesterday, but on Sunday.’

*Petr přišel ne včera.
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Contrastive negation (CONTRN)

Petr ne-pije pivo, ale kolu.

Peter NOM NEG drink beer but coke.

‘What Peter drinks is not beer, but coke.’
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Constituent negation (CN)

• defined syntactically and pragmatically

• immediately precedes the negated constituent/phrase

• does not negate the whole proposition

• demands adversative paratactic structure
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Contrastive negation (CONTRN)

• defined semantically and pragmatically

• marked on predicate

• does not negate the whole proposition

• demands adversative paratactic structure
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Constituent negation – variant I

Přišel ne Petr, ale Pavel.

Came NEG Peter, but Paul.
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Constituent negation – variant II  

Přišel Petr, ale ne Pavel.

Came Peter, but NOT Paul.
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Constituent negation – variant III 

Ne Petr přišel, ale Pavel.

NEG Peter came, but Paul.
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Contrastive negation

Nepřišel Petr, ale Pavel.

NEG came Peter, but Paul.
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Contrastive negation

Nepřišel Petr, ale Pavel.

NEG came Peter, but Paul.
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Constituent negation – variant I

Přišel ne Petr, ale Pavel.

Came NEG Peter, but Paul.
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Constituent negation – variant I

Přišel ne Petr, ale Pavel.

Came NEG Peter, but Paul.
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Constituent negation – variant I

Přišel ne Petr, ale Pavel.

Came NEG Peter, but Paul.
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Contrastive negation

SN features:    marked on predicate
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Contrastive negation

SN features:    marked on predicate

CN features:   informational structure influence

adversative paratactic structure

does not negate the whole proposition
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